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1. Background  
 

The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030, adopted by the UN Member States in 
2015, recognises the importance of a science-based approach to disaster risk reduction for risk-
sensitive development and investment. The role of the science and technology community is outlined 
as to focus “on the disaster risk factors and scenarios, including emerging disaster risks, in the medium 
and long term; increase research for regional, national and local application; support action by local 
communities and authorities; and support the interface between policy and science for decision-
making”. 1 It also calls on countries to "Enhance the scientific and technical work on disaster risk 
reduction and its mobilization through the coordination of existing networks and scientific research 
institutions at all levels and all regions with the support of the UNISDR Scientific and Technical Advisory 
Group..."2 

To meet this request and facilitate the engagement of the science and technology community in the 
implementation of the Sendai Framework, a new ‘Science and Technology Partnership’ was 
established at the first International Conference on Science and Technology hosted by UNISDR in 
January 2016. It is guided by the ‘Science and Technology Roadmap to support the implementation of 
the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030’3 which was also adopted at the 
meeting. The S&T Partnership consists of an open pool of Scientific and Technology Partners (the ‘S&T 
Partners’) and a global Science and Technology Advisory Group (G-STAG). The G-STAG guides the work 
of the S&T Partners (see G-STAG TOR in the Annex), which gather major scientific and technical 
institutes or organizations, research centres, networks and platforms, and UN science-based 
organizations working on the different disciplines of advancing S&T for disaster risk reduction. The 
following outlines the details of the tasks and responsibilities of the S&T Partners as part of the overall 
S&T Partnership.  

2. Purpose  
 

The principal goal of the S&T Partnership is to strengthen the scientific and technical expertise for the 
implementation of the Sendai Framework, guided by the S&T Roadmap. The scope and functions of 
this work is defined in the Sendai Framework under its paragraph 25g:   

                                                      
1 Paragraph 36b 

2 Paragraph 25g 
3 https://www.preventionweb.net/files/45270_unisdrscienceandtechnologyroadmap.pdf 
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• Promote scientific research of disaster risk patterns, causes and effects; 

• Disseminate risk information with the best use of geospatial information technology; 

• Provide guidance on methodologies and standards for risk assessments, disaster risk 
modelling and the use of data; 

• Identify research and technology gaps and set recommendations for research priority areas 
in disaster risk reduction; 

• Promote and support the availability and application of science and technology to decision-
making; 

• Use post-disaster reviews as opportunities to enhance learning and public policy; and 

disseminate studies.   

 

3. Guiding Principles  
 

The work of the S&T Partners will aim to build collaboration with existing and future institutions, 
research centres, academia, networks and platforms with recognised expertise and experience in 
developing and/or applying science and technology to reduce disaster risk.  The S&T Partners will 
thereby:  

• Work to ensure the Sendai Framework is implemented to the highest possible scientific and 
technical standards.  

• Respect of the principles of transparency, impartiality, equity, accessibility and evidence-
informed processes.  

• Focus on deliverables, capitalise on and make available existing scientific and technical 
knowledge, practices and tools to reduce disaster risk.  

• Contribute to further develop international cooperation and capacity building to local, 
national, regional and global science communities to meet the objectives of the Sendai 
Framework.  

• Continuously use and apply learning from similar international systems, including relevant 
bodies at international and other levels for support where needed. 

 

4. Role and Responsibilities 
 
The main role of the S&T Partners is to support the implementation of the S&T Roadmap through self-
organized activities towards the Roadmap deliverables. 

 
S&T Partners are expected to report on their activities that are aligned with the S&T Roadmap through 
the new UNISDR Voluntary Commitments platform.  
 
S&T Partners are also encouraged to actively engage in the implementation of Working Groups, which 
will be established by the G-STAG on select global thematic focus areas and/or activities.  

 
5. Structure and working modalities of the S&T Partners 

 
Membership 

 
All interested relevant organizations are welcome to participate in the Partnership. The initial group 
of S&T Partners was selected from the respondents to a call for interest in 2016/2017, based on 
expertise and capacity to develop and provide science, technology or tools for disaster risk reduction, 
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as well as the commitment to the Partnership’s activities to contribute to the implementation of the 
Sendai Framework.  
 
Interested S&T partners can submit their application through the S&T Partnership website:  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3B6FCGG 

 
Membership of the Partnership is for a four-year term, renewable on demonstration of achievements 
against the Roadmap.  
 
Meetings  
 
The S&T Partners and the G-STAG will meet on a biannual basis back-to-back to the Global Platform. 
The meeting will focus on the revision of progress against the S&T Roadmap, and propose areas for 
enhanced engagement.  
 

6. Accountability, use of information and publications  

Members of the S&T Partnership shall respect the impartiality and independence required by and 
from the United Nations and UNISDR.  

Members of the S&T Partnership will share, as appropriate, their work and results through 
Preventionweb and the Voluntary Commitment Platform managed by UNISDR. Information provided 
by S&T partners not imply endorsement by UNISDR.  

Any publication generated by and in the name of the S&T Partnership by a member shall be subject 
to review and approval by the chair of G-STAG and UNISDR prior to its issuance and shall contain 
appropriate disclaimers.  

Members shall not make public statements on behalf of the UNISDR, unless authorised by UNISDR. 
The use of name and logo of UNISDR in any statement or materials shall only be done with prior 
written consent by UNISDR.  

 
 
 
 
 


